National Media Workshops on Road Safety

Globally road traffic crashes take the lives of nearly 1.3 million people every year and have
become the leading cause of death for people aged 15-29 years. India loses more than 100,
000 lives due to road traffic crashes every year. It has a road traffic fatality rate of 11.8
deaths per 100,000 populations. Approximately 30% of all deaths on the country's roads are
among vulnerable road users - motorcyclists, pedestrians and cyclists. Despite the existence
of laws on speed, seatbelt wearing and helmet wearing, avoiding mobile calls while driving
and drink-driving, the enforcement of these laws by enforcement agencies are
discriminative. In addition to that the desire to follow these rules is not inculcated in the
public. These two factors conjointly give rise to the loss of valuable lives in the streets in
India. Alone with other initiatives, the awareness level on road safety has to be
strengthened to tackle the loss of lives in streets.
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Mass media and journalists could play a key role to raise awareness on road safety. In
particular, they can disseminate preventive messages and promote safe behaviours;
increase people's knowledge and understanding of the gravity of the problem and advocate
for safer roads and systems with governments. Unfortunately, it happens often that
journalists write on traffic and safety related issues only when they have to report on a
crash. In these cases, reporters tend to have little time to explore a variety of angles for
their stories, or to understand why crashes happen or why some of them are fatal or what
the consequences are for the families, communities and society at large. The result is that
most traffic related news limit to the What, Who, Where, When and Why and to inform
readers about what happened. Yet, it is by analysing the causes and consequences of road



crashes, by shifting from traffic related stories to road safety pieces that journalists can
contribute most effectively to change.

The World Health Organization (WHO) is implementing the RS10 Project to increase road
safety in ten target countries including India. As part of the RS10 project implementation,
CMS, with the support of WHO Country Office for India is organizing National Media
Workshops on Road Safety to train local journalists to reflect on road safety more
conspicuously and improve existing coverage of traffic-related news.

After the workshop, journalists will have acquired, among others:

= Better understanding of road safety as a public health problem: facts and figures, the
roots of the problem, its consequences and the science behind it;

= Better understanding of existing road safety legislation in their country

= How to interview victims of road crashes and their families

= New contacts and resources to draw data and information

= |deas for stories with new angles and understanding of how to write investigative
and analytical feature stories on road safety

Objectives
= Provide reporters and editors with an in-depth understanding of road safety, main
concepts as well as with suggestions of how to report on traffic and crash related
news;
=  Promote the idea of a shift in coverage, from traffic related news to road safety
stories.

Workshop schedule

1. New Delhi
Date: 27 November, 2012
Time: 10:30 am — 2:00 pm
Venue: India Habitat Centre
Workshop Programme

Time Session Resource Person Objective/Particulars of Session
11:00 - Welcome and Mr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, | ® Welcome and introduction
11:15am Introduction Eminent Journalist and

Educator
11:15 — Road Safety as a Public Dr. Etienne Krug, WHO e General overview of
11:40 am Health Issue global/regional trends in road
safety
e 5 pillars of Decade of Action of
Road Safety
e OQverview of RS 10 project
e QRA




11:40 - Review and Analysis: Ms. Paramita Dasgupta, Team Present the trends in media
12:00 pm Print Media Reporting Leader, CMS Communication reporting on Road Safety
on Road Crashes Address the gaps in reporting
Q&A
12:00 — Legislations Related to Mr. Satyendra Garg, Joint Outline laws and legislations
12:30 pm | Traffic and Road Safety: CP(Traffic), Delhi related to traffic and road
Management and safety
Enforcement Problems in management and
enforcement of laws
Q&A
12:30 - Victims of road crashes | Dr. Aroona Broota, Professor How to interview victims of
01:00 pm and their families: A (Retd.), Department of crash and their families
perspective Psychology, University of Q&A
Delhi
01:00 — Exercise Mr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, Effective reporting on road
02:00 pm Eminent Journalist and safety issues: Moving from road
Educator crash coverage to road safety
stories
Q&A
Feedback
2. Hyderabad
Date: 18 December, 2012
Time: 10:30 am —2:00 pm
Venue: Katriya Hotel and Towers
3. Jalandhar

Date: 20 December, 2012

Time: 10:30 am —2:00 pm

Venue: Hotel Ramada Jalandhar City Centre

For additional information, please contact

Chetali Kapoor
Sr. Project Executive - Advocacy, CMS
RESEARCH HOUSE | Saket Community Centre | New Delhi 110 017 | INDIA

Phone
Fax
Mobile
Website

+91 11 2685 1660, 2686 4020 [Ext. 225]

+91 11 2696 8282
+91 98999 79153

www.cmsindia.org




Media coverage
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